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B. I. Jeeves,
4 Noa 69 230 Bannerdale Rd,,
' January 1980 Sheffield S1. 9FE.

Ph. 53791
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QUARTERLY

Subscription Rates.
UK, & issues,21, USA & issues,$2.,00
(dollar bills, NOT cheques)

MINI-ERGITORIAT,

Greetings Ergbods,

Uith the next issue (Nol.70) ERG comes of age with 21
years continuous publication completed, To mark the occasion (and the
record), it will be a special issues, multi-~colour cover, NASA pics, and
one or two other goodics and surprises. FPree list suspended I'™ afraidy
s0 if in doubte.subscribe, or scnd 30p for the annish alonce

RETIREMENT, »I applied for an carly rctiroment, and was advised to be sure.
by applying for it on mcdical grounds as welle, In the event, I was granted
it on both counts..but only onc pengion I'm afraide ({(Anyone in contact
with APA-H might point out to them that even though certain members didn't
believe T had been ile...the medical officers obviously think otherwise)).

I hang up my challs anéd guster next April..which coincides with the 21st
annish. I hope %o continue with ERG..but since cash will not be so

flush as when I was a fully (under)paid teacher, all non responding dead
wood must be pruncd from the mailing list. Sorry folks, but itIs a hard
erdo

ASTOUNDING/ANALOG Within the next month or so, a new paper back will be
appearing on the U.S, markets I have had the pleasure of working with Mike
Ashley %o produce a definitive checklist to the first 50 ycars of ASF/ANATOG .
Get your erders in nowa..UK read rs can probably woant list it with Ken
Slater of Fantast Medway, 39 West Ste., Wisbech, Cambs PE13 21X

NOREASCON Val and I have now bocked and paid for ous flights to Bostone.
We shall be arriving there on Sunday, iAug.22, at around 7pm on British
Mrways Flight 271K out of Heathrow, I'1ll be moving on to Detroif aon the
Monday, but if you're ar und the Boston Airport on the Sunday nighte.cone
and say '"Hello!

BADGES and T=-SHIRTS. Made to your oxrder and design..or designed for youe
2" dia, badges cost 30p for onc, or £6,50 for a min of 25. Two colours.
T-Shirts cost £34,00 for a one=off in 1 colour..dropping to £2.00 for
orders of 25 or morc. Rosstage includeds If intercested, drop a line with

your reguirements or uueries %but cash with order when you mail it) to

Keith @ Jeeves, 54 Covteorknowle Rdo, Sheffield S7. Sawples will be

on show with ERG's ani’.sheescover..and another little suoprisce

ELECTROSTENCILS this issuc were from J.Malcolm, 10 St Mary'!s Rd, Leicester,
LE2 1X4 (Phone 0533-703959) Prices at time of writing are £1,00 each for
the first two, £2.62 for three,; an! after that, cach adlitional oae costs
87p. Prices include postage, and are for vinyl stencils. 1'd appreciate
your nentioning ERG if you contnct hime
s ennd now on to work on the Anmish...... all the best,
Terry



FTirst the good newSecoss

Have you ever wanted To press
a button ard see your own Saturn V
1ift skyward on a tongue of flame?
++ Or perhaps you'!d rathexr start
your own version of the boldly~
going Eanterprise on another of its
nissions ? e« Alternativelys how
about setting off a rocket~propecllied
R2.D2 ?77? or putting a Space
Shuttle through its paces 27

UK., so your chances of doing this’

- ‘with the real birds may be minimalj; but, if
you build your cwn nodel of any of the abovessor of any of the dozens of the
other kits available, then the sky is literally the liwmit, At this stage,
nany people will throw up thoir hands in horror and give vent to eries of,

"I can't even put two parts of a natchbox togetherl, Relax and be thou not
afroid. There are kts on the market from manufacturers such as Lstes and
Centuri, so graded in skill requircments, that anyonc fron absolute beginner
to expericnced builder may scleect a suitablo kit and create a flyiag rrodel.

The basic roclet kit consists of a rocket engine, its nount, 2
rocket bedy, nose cone, tail fins and a recovery systernle To this nust be
added - when you're roady for blast-ofi, o battery and igniter unit. If you
just want a static model, then don't buy those last bits.

To construct your rocket, siuply

cnt the fins from a sheet of balsa (template KOW BOES IT WORK?
Bu{)plied)g Sa_nd Sl’.looth and stick theﬂ on t(} 5 APOGEL ~ asrorkin r?achesl‘eak

tlhe rocket body (a prefabricated tube)s. Glue y ﬂtmhmmnwm“h&ML

a launch guide (thin tube) on the side of ' \.i%\

the body, assortble the engine rount and ‘ ‘{ 6 RN wivate!
inatalil . Attach the parachute, stuff it in - <§h§h§>\ %mew;aM”w
the body, plug in the pre~shaped noseccne | b\

and your rocket is finished and rcady for bt o &

painting in whatever fanecy colouwrs taltc your Lo e sdule
fancye Should you want to fiy it, stuff in \‘Y ' o
a notor and igniter, c¢lip on the battery

wiras, retfre tc a safe distance and begin

‘ 3 8URN OUT — of

your countdowne Naturally, as you gain s the engat propet
experiencoseand becone ncre anbitious, you '
will need to do a 1litile ncre than the above, SOF T LANRMEG! -~
tut that is just how casy the first grades | 2 LIFT.OFF — of Whe 7‘;‘ “"”ﬁ'*:ﬂ’lé“' rock:
af kit nake the QSSCT.I'!)'.LY jOb. I ;)‘;‘::Jk.u from faunch lﬁ'i-g:ll‘:d? 0'3:‘0“9‘
i
On the rizht in a (catalogue-~ L:s—u.?— L ﬁ?
filched) launch-flight sequence diagran. On 11'GM“°“‘"’W ﬁ
pressing the leounch butten, the battery ' 'r?i%’a'i'.;:ﬂ?c'r':osluféﬂ{ g

touches off the ignitex, up goes the bird
3pd at apogee, cut pops the parachute (or other recovery systen}.and dowm
floats your nodel ready to be re«loaded and flown againa -

Now let'ts back-pcdal a2 it and have a closer lecok at the power
syston enployed by these ricdel high~flyorsae..othe ‘engincs?ts
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The engines cone in the forn of slin
cylindres gracded in a variety of thrusts, duration
cnd purposcee.es Gon't panic, the very couprehensive
pnanufacturer!s instructions tell you exactly what
type to uses.and how to uge it,

VWhen the tine cones for blasteff, therels
no need %o play around with matches, burnt fingers and
the danger of the thing talking off up your nosc. The nane
of this game is electrical fgnition. Sinply push an igniter
into the base of the enginc (you buy both from the dealer), - P be
string two wires back to a dry-cell, pross the button and up I //er
she goesss.and if you can't cven wire up that sinple set-up, you ean even
buy conplete launch bases, ready wired,

On reaching 'brenschluss! (or cngine burnwout to the plebs), the
recovery systen is activated. In the simpler nodels, this is usually a
anall plastic parachute, but other nethods omply streaners, rotating vancs
operating like an autogyro, or cven glide-wing systeitss Iach systen brings
your rodel hack in good condition for another flight,

If you want to do a bit more than sinple upseand-downs, ycu can
organisce conpetitions with your friends -~ spot landings, flight duration
or even ‘highest flight'..the handbooks show you casy nethods of calculating
this. As your skill develops, you can nave
along to mere advanced nulti-stage rockets,
scale nodels pf real 'birds?'!, or instrunented
v Tlights. Estes narket a canera=-carrying nodel
kit with camera included. For the moro
anbitiocus, they offer simple telenetry packages
for radicing back tenmperatures at altitude or
whatever else you nay drou Upe

Just to get you reaching for your piggy bank,
herc is a tiny segnent of what is available 1=

Estes offerse X=15 rocket plane, Cylon Raider

e Calonial Viper from Battlestar Galaciica.

Fron 'Star Wars'., Proton Torpedo and the

5 Xewing fighter, R23-D2, T.I.E. Fighter, Asfrocan,
Saturn V, Klingon Battle Cruiscr and the Star Ship

Entorprise, Bonarc, Honest John,
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Ve2, Space Shuttle s.clcs
Conturi have.. Flying Soucer, the F-4 Phantor, the Isracli 'Mjrage!
Boeing Cruise Missile, Buck
Rogers kits, Saturns 1B and V,
Horcury Redstone, F=104 and
rany others.

In addition to the above scale
riodels, both nanufacturers have a
bewildering range of other kits, all neatly graded according to their level
of eonstruc*icnal difficulty...ranging fromn a basic Level T up to Lovel 5.
Tor thosc wishing fo advance a step furthor and design their own rockets,
you can alsc choose fron a vast range of t'spares' in the shape of bodies,
nose cones, nating secticns and cnginese.




>
Thanks to Mikc Banks, I have had the pleasure of building the ESTEES
'CONSTELLATION'. « o skill lovel 3 kit. I can state guite definitely that
not only is the work involved exirenely casy, but also very clearly explainede
Any twelve=year~old could have waltzed through the Job. The average plastic
kit deronds for nore skill from its builders. 1

If ycu want to read nere about all the assorted nodels which arc ¢n
the market, along with details of how to build and fly then, why not send
offf a few cents, dollars or what-have-you, for one of the very coriprchensive
catalogues, Jan~packed with colour photographs, driwings and diagranse.bet
you can't flick through onc without getting the buge

The ESTES catalogue fcr 1979 JNo, 791P) :
costs JOc for its 66 colour pages. The Estes distzibutor®s address isie=
ESTES Indistries, Penrose, GO 81240,

The CENTURI ecatologue, also costs
50¢, and runs te 64 colour pagos.
Their address is:— Box 1988,
Phoenix, Awrizcna 85001

veseand now for the bad news,

My Constellation has to
rernc in unpowsTedsss te the
best of ny kntwledge, the
engines nay not be bought,
irperted, or operated in the
United Kingdorie

However, there is yet

hope for all the would=be reeketeers
in this island as I gather fron Mike
Banks that negotiations ore underway to inport the notors and lepgalise
their use over heree UWhen that heoppens, I reckon we shall sce Saturn Vs,
boosteglide rockets and multiestage nodels shooting slyward fron every
available launch arca ... ob yes, and thanks to those recovery systens, and
ir nany cases to the extrene lightness of the nodels, those returning birds
present less of a hazard than any diesel-powered aircraft nodel, Get in
Iine for that day...and enjoyl

Of course, anybedy in the UK who hos Stateside contacis or funds
nay inport, or have mailed te themss a basic kit, as the engines are sold
separatelys If you just want to build and display..s.got soneboldy o send
off B0c for you.

N ERIO ) AR RN A M N TR N X N N0

On a slightly differcnt Yine, I have to hand a reafiet advertising
the SCIENCE FICTION TAPE CLUB...recdings and dranatisaticns of SF classics
recoxrded on cassettes and priced at £3.99 a tope. ITnitial Club Henhemxship
will ccst you &Z..and from there ony you get the Club'ls bi-nonthly news
letter and discount detailse. First titles ares. DONOVAN'S BRAIN, 198k,
THRE KRAKEN WAKTS DAY OF THE TRIFFIDS, BALLUCINATION ORBIT, JUNKYARD,

TIE STARS ARE THE STYX, JALMEST HUMLN, and nany others. If you want to kiow
nore, write to:- Moonlight Productions Ltl. Pa.Ce Box 47, Bedford M40 3HD
seeand it wouldntt hurt if you nentioned ERG whon writingescither to thenm,
or ¥c Fstes and Centurdi, Bestest, Terry
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| Recent noans in the press bewailed the Fall-
ing standards of nunleracy in schoolss The ¢id not
bt riention that similar standards have obtained in
¢ (N 225 W Geography for nany years, and that nowalays probably
\AARED A AF not one adult in ten, even anong xeaders of this
o o 2 em i nagazine, knows the true shape of the Barth.
‘ii.‘. @ y | For example, nany obscrvations are quoted as
‘ﬁ’,ﬁﬁf' Oﬁfsuppnrting the thoory that the Zarth is spherical,
I &
10Y

s@ Tﬂ7€A§1The differing angle made by the sun in differcen?
&a\pﬁl}lncos at the same tine, argued the classical Gredes,
¥ points to the curvature of the Torth's surfaces They
"ipnere their unlikely assunption of a vast and
A% enornously distont sun, and that a snall sun cirdling
(M over a flat Barth is just as accurate a description
« g of their results. Spoaking of circling the Earth
¥} brings Lo nind other cireunpolar phenonena, culn-
& inating in the Great aApollo Farce. It is well lmown
A\ orieng educated nen that the Apollo astronauts did
WX not land on the nosn, but in the renote Hinalayas
{ where, due to the increased distance from the Farth,
W cravity is reduced and air is thin, Ilad the Apollo
 shots ¢.incided with an Everest c¢linb, the whole
' tangle of errors would be revealeds It is not too
[ surprising therefore, that the 'ne: nrock' was
? st startlingly sinilar to the Barth's crustal naterial
Z;_?é** coning as it did froo terrestrial rockse.

Syl

-

Such negative evidence, while showing we <o
not live on the surface of a sphere, does not show what we do live one
Strangely, the strongest indication is what at first sight appoars to be a
cast~iron support for a spherical planct, This is the disappearing ship
trick. The disappearance of the hull, then deck and finally the funnels as
it 'crosses the horizon' cause nany to believe devoutly in a curved Earth.
The real explanation is sinple, The eye can only resclve objects above a
certain nininun size: below this size the distance between the odges of the
innge cast on the retina is less then the average distance betwoen tho
weceptor cclls and so the object is perceived as o dot, and so disappears as
an object, beroning, in the case of a non-radiating object against the sky,
guite Invisible. 45 a ship retreats across the Thorizon' the apparent
space between the lower parts of it and the surface of £he sca, as seen by
an observer on the shore, decreases below this ndninun resolvable 1init and
so all featurcs in that space hecorte invisibles. Increase the difforence
between the ship and shore and the anount of ship that is unresclvable
incrcases until the cntire thing vanishes. The effect is the same as that
which would be produced on a curved world, with onc difference; alter the
rosolution »f the eye :md the horizon effect should nove. 4And it doesd
Dogs, aninals with less aceurate cyes than ourselves, arce notoricusly shori~
sightod, not in the sense that they sce objects out of feeusy but that they
are unable to se¢ to the hunan horizon at alle, A canine curved world would
therefore have a radius of only a few hundred niles. Incressing the resole
ution shonld nove the horizon further out to sea, so what Ao we find on
every provenals to allow helidaynakers to sec ships invisible to the naked
eve 2 Telescopes! A telescope could not possibly sce over a curved
howizon, but that is just the effcet observeds #rgo, the horizon is not
CUurval e
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Consider also .that the horizen at sea is not curved, but, woves
excepted, is gecuetrically level all rounde On a curved Darth, the horizon
should curve too. Similar cbsesvations »n land require greater heights to
cancel the greater altitude of the hills conpared with the waves, but
reports fron aircraft, ballouns and parachutists repeatedly show that the
Torth is not z sphere, but a plane whose alnost infinitely distant edges
appear always level with the observer, This again, is an effect of parallax.
An infinitely distant object on o flat plane, nc natter how far below or
above the observer, will always subtend a neglipgible angle with the
observer if it is. far enmough away, and e
so will be interpreted by the eye '
as being level with ite It is. =~
only when high altitude aircraft
and rockets leave the atnosphere .
behind, that: the refraction of
light caused by gradients of
air Jensity high above the Earth
produce the illusion of curvature,

In extrencs, this results in
those beautiful but totally _
nisleading photographs taken fron
Earth 'orbit's Direct observation

under nore nornal conditions _
meveals the trume state of affairs.

For far-wandering o
colleagues, other proofs are ' -
aveilables . Polaris can be seen . . . ‘
South of the equatort', although because of the anount of air in the way. it
is not visible fron the fur South, The reason for bizarrée nagnetic offects
found by early explorers trying to find the South Pole is, of course, that
there is no South Pole. - When satellito navipgation systens are set up using
a curved world nodel, tthese will be sinilarly unhelpful,.

Tho list gues on, but I nust stop. No doubt the percentage of
the geotopically dgnorant will continue to be more than 99 percent as at
present;’ but at least, you know better. :

' o < ) Dontt You ? -

E03I20EEEARREARREERRNRGARERRGNGINOCNAIINENDONNNNANYX Y] Willian Bains €000

((EDITORTIAL NOTEe. This of course explains why gravity always pulls straight
down, and why we don't 'fall off's, It could also explain nythological
references to the 'Underworld ' as being nention of dwellers on the other
side. Now just supposing the Mohule' goes right throughe.it will solve
all our current resources problems if we get ancther half to go at. )))
SONR32020 IR D SIS BENINSRORSRINEFDRISNBE AN SEERCANANS BN RAYSRN SN B SRR BEES!
SEATTLE IN '81 is the slogan. WESTWIND is the superbly produced fanzine
produced by the bidding comrtittee, Currently to hand are
issues for May/Jyne..28/29 and ‘July 1979, Noe30. Jan-packed with artworlk,
articles and convention news..plus of course letails of how to becore a
pre-supporting nember for Scattle in '8t, Send a dollar to Lauraine Miranda
C/0 WWSFS, P.0. Box 24207, Soattle, Washington 9812k, UK supprters can senl
noriey orders, etca. IZ you want WESTWIND (which is actually the NWSFS nage
Write to NWSFS PO Box 24207, Seattle, WA 98124 and osk to Join.. the annual
dues for the Northwest Science Fiction Socicvty are soven dollarss




ALAN BURNS
19 The Crescent Definitely one of
Vallsend KE28 7HE  the better &ERGS, but
rleasc don't ask ne
why. It nisht be the presentation, or the
articles-- with eaphasis on your schalarly
book reviews. However, I do take except-
jon to your wasting valuable IRGitorial
space on answering that idiot who secns
suspiciously like the current neos who
replace brains with ordure ((Fo, it was
not Joe Nicholas, but actually a fan of
pre~war standingd)) and think that they
are nanly when they use dirty words, with
a snigger like schoolboys which is
probably all they are nentally.

Michael Banks has gone through the
n11l nuch the way I aid, if you want to Jdestroy your scul, try selling
encyclopedias! {(Most of today's neos are OK Alone.it is only a snall
ninority which give the rest a bad tane, As for their use of four~letter
wordss.be patient, they'll eventually learn to spell longer ones m

E‘CETUEB Oct. ERG reccived for which much thanks and you've & superb back
g cover = tne front one isr'% bad either. Of your Ergitorial, full
narks for straight speaking and to say nuch more would be to repeat what
vou've said, but with added vituperation. At tirnes I think the only explan-
ation for the daft things supposedly intelligent people say and do is that
they are the unwitting viectins of a form of cultural insanity which is
destroving everything which once made for stability and securitye. How else
to explain the 'Alice In “onderland'® % lo¢’c, the gobbledygook and clapirap
which now passes for informed opinion ? Itts the Decline of the Rowman
Erpire all over again, but this tine it's happening in decades instead of
centuries -~ and the barbarians are already within the gates. ((Yes, and
dressed as 'protestors', 'Civil rights supporters', peaceful (he heh)
picketers and all that ilk))

N £ 487 ERG 68. How can they say 1RG never alters ((Basy, They
2 Maxwell Close shut their eyes and flap their lips as the hot air cones
Buckley out)) This is a denn' fine issuc for nes Great front
Clwyd cover, clear layout and artwusrk from other than Jeeves

{(=r, is that a compliment ??))  Who wrote your ERGitorial
lotter ~ your ‘'alter-cgo' ? (( iope, a2 genuine, now Gafiated fan of many
years standing))) I agree witk all your points, even the ones on Indias
Tnterestingdiscussion going on heres...fes or lio! for Huclear power staticns,
Reflections of 'Three Mile Island' and all that, (Crely, (a) we need power,
anéd (b) Igmoring the press and 'protestors! hoo~haw.. the facts are that
the nuclear power industry as the best safety record of any power industryld)
tmmar ¥ i 3
EC’g:;m;:i;-’_’;i@;i’f Pointet, surely expertise can’t be channeled, and that
Nonton, Malton. rmost of the great discoveries (or at lcast, most that

1 ] . > A
vou would consider advancing the human race) weren't
_ made with their particular effect in mind, that like
post of us, they were happy accidents... Oh there's rescarch going on dai.y
snte the inescapable problems of living, inte cancer, into aging; but there
is no way %thet you cen devote the whole researches of a nation To this end.
Tf we were 2ll robots, if we woere mernlv relays in a circudt why, it = %

He Yorks


Alan..it
words..be

happen; but living in an all-too-hwzan world, such things cannoi te eoe and
even when they have been twried - the¢ -Cultural Revolution in China, the
various Five Ycar Plans in Russia -they too have faltered and failed.

 Point 2. The last tine the Third World was exploited was when they built
the Pyramids,..woll, thore have boen the more recent evils of the Slave
Trades;- though contrasting tho prescent state of independent Africa compared
with the lot of the Anerican Negro, arc there any that wish they had been
born free ? . . - : I

Point 3, surely progress is an escapable part of living, that: curiousity
is built into the human animal, and if o society loses this gift, it grows
stopnant and dies...certainly, if your correspondent wants to opt out of
living this way, with the rest of us, the way is always open; that is, if as
T take it, het's living in a countxy where ho has the choice, instoad of
being forced to work for.the glory of the statesees (( Roger had several
other good comnents. which space prevents ne from includinge.but the thing
which has surprised..and delighted me, is the fact that so for every letter
_has taken a similar viowpoint. I wes beginning to think I'was a lonely
supporter of the views expressed in ERG 68))

DAVE GRIFFITHS Mike Banks', 'Thoughts That Go Bump In The Night' is the
Hale Rd kind of anecdote/informal type piece that I'd like to see
BErith, KENT more of -~ game goes for his follow up to ite T thought
the Ergitorial was superb. Frankly I'n sick of all these
20th Century Luddites constantly pointing at technology and the decadent
West as the sources of the world's problems. I wonder how long these people
would continuc carping about our screwed~up prioritics if they had any
canception of the al*ernatives. If it were left to then, we'd still be
getiing about in large wooden salleys rowed by slaves. ((Prosunably they
would be enancipated slaVGs:??ﬁ... Progress ic not only necessary, but i%
i3 inevitabla. The idea that scientific rescarch must produce results with
an innediately practical ond beneficial application is just not facing
reality. ((Since when did thet stop Iwddites ?)). The number of ltinatoly)
beneficial discoveries that come apart by accident as a result of related or
wnrelated rescarch nust be staggering. My attitude is, "If you want to be
in migery and poverty with poople who won't help themselves - fine, here's
your plane tickete. dJust don't try to nake it like that here, becaus~ for
the rost part, I'm pretty damn' well happy with Western cultureo”
((Dave also pointed out that I incorrectly labelled the original aero-space
concept as 'Dynosaur’,.when it should of course have been 'Dynoscar' derived
from 'Dynamic Soaring!. Shoer carclessncss, I knew better, but fell into
the spelling trap)) ————

Egug R¥AN 4 Rd The views in your Ergitorial certainly made ny little

. PLINGgWoo " peurons flow (((Neu\'ons don't flow do they Tes I thought
Oakwood 8 it wes noural currents which flowed along 'efie.guibble)))
Lecds LS Strangely, I found nyself to be a niddie-nmop in the two

opposing Factions. I agree with most of your level-hcaded corwtents, but
£ind that whilst I stand with you,.ny ains and idecals are light-ycars apart.
You mentioned bricfly that a century ago, mankind was living in intolerable
conditions, no nedicare, transport etce. But I think %o sce that such
eonditions were caused by the Industrial Revolution in the first placos Go
boclowards in tine and you find the nedicare of herbalisn which is basically
#he saric as today's medicarce (( Sorry, can't agree. The Black Death Filled
thousondse.e.bot it wouldn't to-day. As for conditions...pity the poor
dwelice in the artea where Willian built his New Forests..or where anyone
killed the IMiag!s Goorescr had a hond chopped off For sted ing breade.cte))
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(PAUL RYAN Contd,) Let ne state that I an not against progross and technology.
yourselfy I believe that it should benefit Mankind as a whole, but I sadly
turn ny back on the dangerous way it .is handled. The childishness of all
Governnent policies and the conceit, gelfishness and lust for power, never
ceases to annze ne. {((Agreede.Personally, I sunnarise all politicel policies
as,s"™What the Port wants, first. Second, individual MPs (if that doesn't
conflict with iten 1), then 3, What the Unions will let us get away withe
h.Wha? the Country nceds..if we ean f£it it ine S, Must ronomber $he Conmmon
nanesif we happen to be near an election.))) I'™ afraid I'n me of those
pitiful chops fronm the Nuclear Brigades To be perfectly frank, I' scared

of the whole thinge I feel the docision for nuclear power has been far too
@urr%ed'by governient officials. ((Will you say that when we have NO power
in fifty to a hundred yoars tine ?2Me A hole in the ground and a glass
block, is not ny idea of a satisfactory rethod of ridding ourselves of such
an awesorie and deadly power. (((Now there, I agree wholeheartedlys..but there
are other néthodsa..such as dunping 'en in the Sunssthe wastes I nean, not
the politicionse...H'™m, nust think about the latter,))

()
gg;fg ﬁgﬁﬁgﬁgd Michael Banks is in great form-- just think if he'd storted
Readiﬁg RG6 1PL earning $300 a weck, he'd never have got around to puitting
down those entertaining thoughtsose. My own experience with
encyclopedin salespersons is from tho other side of tho fencees Sone years
ngo, Wendy and I decided to buy a set of encyclopedias. Ve bought (and are
quite happy with) a set of Colliers. Several years later, we'd noved houscs
and a knock .came at the door. Two people stood therees They nade sone Ppitch,
to which I replied, "Jhat are you selling?". "Oh no," they said, "we'lrce not
selling anything - just carrying out this survey..e can we cone in 2", In a
gorient of weakness I said yes.. In they came, and as I expected, before long
the survey led into a discussion of knowledge and eéncyclopedios... and out
popped their samples - At this point, Wendy nearly gave the
gonoe awaye.but I averted that and had a pleasant half hour
being coerced into the position where the inevitable
sales forn was produced and I was asked how I could

not want their set of encyclopedias. I sald I

- agreed wholeheartedly, that I thought their product

~ was good, was as up~fo=date as could be expected,

' but I didn't think a second set would do ne nuch
g00G e e othen I showed then our sete They were very
annoyed (obviously thought their comnission was as
good as in the bank). WHY, they asked, had I let
then waste their tinme ? I pointod out that I'd
asked then if they were selling anything and they
had answered noe 1 thorefore considered I'd been
as honest with then as they had with Nocsces
(((iaich is the kind of story I love to hears.the
biter bit, or hoist with his own bootlaces(®)

Yon't soy nuch about the nein ERGitorial as
you're preaching to the converted in ny cosee.sbut
you appear to equate India (solely) with the third
world, &s you 2and the person you gquote) havo
personal knowledge of India, it's probably fair
enough. (Well, as you say, the writer cdted
Tndia as o classic co5ceea8 do 80 nany others..and
having expericnced it nyself, I tended to
concentrate on that partiemlor placcess.but a@id you
see a recent newspaper bit about a wonan who
razigned fran Osfaneebecause of the fid'les py the
fudians ot tie receiving end 2 )
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\" Landl I fall about a lot when there's snow
fedia S r%; on the ground, so the growing chill in
“'fﬁ ' 1969-1979 the morning air is being greeted by ne
; with somewhat less than wild enthusiasn.
The sane ean be said of the growing une-
ertainty surrounding the Space Shuttles
Already its launch schiedule has slipped fron
March of this year to June, then to September
and to November and on to mid 1980, Technical
problenis have been responsible in part for these
delays, but I inmagine therc are few of you who don't
realise by now that funding is the najor hitchs The
cool attitudeo from those responsible for MiSAts budget-
ary position is fairly drksone whon you consider that for
want of what anounts to ma insignificant increase in fund-
ing (in terms of gross national product) the spaco shuttle
Colunbia could casily have been alcft by Christuas,

This would seent to be a
cood time to recall the adage that those who forgol their history arc doctmed
to ropeat it, At the IAF Congress back in. 1956, the Soviet dclegabes wefe -
sontinvally dropping thinly diaguised hinta about the possibility of then
launching an artifieinl satellite in the ncar future. I'm sure it's not
necessary to renind you what happened the following year. HNow, at the
latest LAF Congress they have boen dQropping hints about their shuttle proge=
ranne, It is not at all inconceivable that with the smaller and less gephe
isticated Space Transportation Systen they ore credited as hawving under
cevelopenient, they could just possibly beat NiSi's Shuttle into spaece.

Renertber how their Tu-144 supersconic airliner despite being started
lator, beat Conecorde into the air ? It wasn't the result of superior
enwineering, sinply the result of a rush. Subsoquently the aircraft crashed
twice, was withdrawn from service and forced the Soviets into publicly
asking the West for technical assistance in correcting its floawse If the
Soviet Shutile gets into apace first I have no doubt that a great deal of
fanfare will accompany it, The nedia has a short nemory and kas chosen tc
forget how convincingly NASA denonstrated its superiority ten years agos
Adnittedly, it probably won't matter too nuch in the long run if they do
succeed first, it's just pelling to sec an inferior product taking rost of
the acclain, It's by no neans too late for Columbia to fly first, but a
definite chill is in the air and the steady pounding of pursuit is growing
stronger.

(I 2
MININUY THPULSES The next step in the U.S, Space prograriie accerding to

Neil srmstreng, should be the developenent of a pe rmancnty nanned space
statione sAmsirong boelicves that it would be affordable, productive and
conparable with the Shuttle. In addition it would provide the practical
experience neecessary for future nonned, pla.etary expeditionss Recalling
the ovents which cventually condeuned the orbital workshop SKYLAB, Armstrceng
said that its problens could have lBeen solved if the U.S, had a nore active
g8pace prograrrics Anerica, he saidy needed a new conndtnent to spaco, adding
that it would take sonething sipgnificant to roverse the disenchantrment the
general public feels towards spacce ey
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Technology exists to develop turbine engines inexpensive enough for
1ight aircraft, according to a study sponscred by NASA, Powerplants of this
nature would cost 25% less to operate, 1T5% less to purchase oand would use
10% less fuel than pistone engine cquivalents,

X

In 198506, Holley's conet will return to the vieinity of the Earth fer
a visit that is cxpectzdl to be one of the least spectacular in its histoxy,
At perihelicn, when it reaches its brightest, it will be on the opposite
side of the Sun and invisible to Barthbound viewers. HASA's Jet Propulsion
Labomatory has plans to renmedy this situation howeveres In nid 1935, JPL
hopes to laimeh an instrunent: praobe inte the halo of dust and gases
surround*ng the nueleuse In addition to this the spacecraft will continue
on to rondezvous, three yecars later, with a snaller and older conet, Toenpel
2+ Coasting along with the conet for a year o so, the spacceraft will probe
its characteristics as they continue around the Sun and the conet fades
towards the orbit of Jupiter.

Although stil} in the plonning stage, such a flyby nission holds o
nuiber of attractions, not the least of which is the opportunity to see two
shows for the prive of one. Tempel 2 will also give scientists their first
close look at a coinet throughout the majority of its dymamic range of
activitye. Ultinately, NiSA hopes to learn nure about conets during this
nission, than at any cther tine in recorded history.

== s=msssoo=szms==c===Dave Griffi ths ta79

NEWSFLASH
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The bacover of ERG 68 is
now obsolete as far as
information on the Galileo
nission goes. The 1982
launch has been cancelled
due to Shuttle problens. We
arc now scheduled for two
launches in 1984, one Tor the
orbiter and another for the
probe. This will add at

lzast 150 nillion dollars to

t he cost of the nission,

Things are getting sad at

JPL,

“

Harry Andruschak,

P.,S« Onc¢ of these months, ny
article on the 1985 Conet
Mission will be published by
Stellar Fantasy Hewsletteree.

you nay reprint it in ERG if >
you wish. H..\l.

«Ta y Harry...now is there New Shuttle Paich-—The official insigna for the first Space
anyone out there can send ne Shuttle orbita) fiizht test was recentty iesued. Crewmen for the

a copy of Stellar Fantasy Columbia (orbiter 102) will be Astronsuis Joha W. Young

Newsletter 27?2 L 1 p))) {commander) and Robert L, Crippen (pilot).



Still Morcees .
THOUGHTS THAT GC BUMP
IN THZ NIGHT

by
Michasl . Banks

Ttve noticed lately
that quite a fow new organ
isations of very specinlised
types have becn springing up;
that is, people who have a
corpion interest or situation
have been talkdng the lead of.
Pandort and crganising, with
newsletters, conventions, and all of the accompanying nocessitiea of organ~
isaticns. (0f course, theyt!ll pnever have as nuch fum as we fen doy nct
without the Great Fannish Sccrotl).

There are,for eoxarple, organisations for
people who arc lefte~handed, elubs for those afflieted with colour-blindness,
and oven a nationwide society of short pecplee ALl well and good, but that
last bothers ne a bit. thy? Yell, I have nothing against short people,
but I think *hoy have been over~doing the publicity on thedir problens a bit.
after all, how can thoir problens conpare with those of tall people ? Deing
a tall person nyself (613'), I can woll attest to the fact that we have
problens of a very special nature,

If you're not a tall person, you're probably saying, "Hell, what kind
of problena conld a tall person possibly have 20

Well, for starters, consider the fact that we live in a world that is
designed for (and probably, by) people who are under 6 foet tall § Car
roofs are too short; beds are the wrong size - a King size is long enough,
but too narrow, and o Quecn size is wide enough, but too shortl Our very
existence costs nore, because we have to cat nore. We bunup our heads on
chandeliers and other oldneonts hanging fron ceilings which were hung there
by those of avorage hedghte As if that weren't enough, we have to put up
with unprovoked attacks by short drunks who need to ‘provet! theiscelvess

I suppose thore are conponsations however. Aside from the short
drunks, no one nesses with a parge persony and it is nice to Le able to
reach things without having tc elinb on ladlerse. oeind, there is a certain
nyth attached to height which I won't go into hercas. But, hell's bells,
.ehave you cver tric? to buy a pair of slacks with 36" legs ? °

I proposce that this nmatier be locked into by world governnents, or at
Ieast town councils, and that resolutions be nade to create ledislation on
natters affecting tall peoples Building codes, for instance, need to be
revised so that o nininun height of dorrways would bo required, to prevent
the thousands cf hea! wounds suffored by unobscrvant tall people each year.
Manufacturers should be reguimed to make clothing, beds, chairs, cars, and
other affeoted items in cither larger standard sizes, or in special 'extra
large" sizes. Sadly, I don't think we tall people will get any progress,
we are in a ninority, and as you know, the ninority always gets the '"short!
and of the stick « « o and that!s the long and short of it. MalloDe
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RECEMN1 THE FRISK DONATION  Robert Fendric Wilson

lured into beconing an AID donor, he finds he is
developing strange tastes and phobinse Inknown
to hin, Niecola Runey the operating doctor has
instigated a side experinent of her own with
(Misastrous results for Frisk. However, Frisk
gets his rovenge in o nest unusual way, on both
Rune, and his business partnere Whda i, £ho type

* of SF which neatly bridges the gap fron npain
-.ﬂiﬁ , strmpan by sliding alnoet irmperceptibly fron an
ol

RE AD:N Hale SF £he35 e v
ey Vo St g 4

.,."."w. e P
u Ao )

ﬁ? ovoryday situation to a chilling denoucntent. Tho
1 G- [ 12" plot is beautifully intricete and develoned in
) gbgripping detail, with no annoying loose onds or
VrAtbut what about.s” gquestions left unanswered.
o }«'f«o:me T began to read, I sinmply hadl to keep going
@540 finish the tale in one sittinge Very pgocds

RPUBE PRISONER 2 ‘A Day In The Life!

{ankz 5%tine
Bobson £4,.75 Spin=off from the famous TV
_ series which starred Patrick
A& 4 MceGooghan and set in the artificial Itallan
& ,eesvillage of Portueiriou. Thmas Disch wrote the
opener in this series (also obtainable fron

. Dobson) and now Stine brings us a mecond advent-
uree Once again, the un~nancd *Mumber Six' is imprisoned in 'The Village'
becausc he will not roveal his reasons for rosigning fron the Sceret Service.
We follow the placid, sluost idyllic, but fully supervised life of the tiny
corrmunity. 'Six! refuses to conform, is arrested, sentenced to death and
beging another esecape attenpt -- and nust fight to deteruine jJust what is
renkity. More peaceful than 'The Prisoner', but still full of interest and
if you enjoyed the forner.,then this follow=up is neant for you. I nust
adriit to kicking nyself nerce and nore for missing the original TV run,

E§§-§252§ The Shenst have o tri=nother, hive culture with telepathic
Josepk Grecn overtones, ¥When Leo Volz and his wife/partmer encounter

Dobson & 425 thers on a new planet, Misty is captured and shipped back to

the horic plancta Aided by once of the Shonsi, Leo gets of?f
to rescue her and nakes one of those long 'journeys against oll odds?, first
across the new planet, then through space, and finally necross the Sheusi
world. The onding is rother 'deus-ox-nachina, but othoiwise one goes along
for the ride, Ineidentally, the Sheasi..although described in dobail, ncever
secned raeally plausibles..particularly the segregation of devcloping stages
and the largely off-stage revdlt against the motheors. There are sone
sirilarities to o de Gouip, 'Viagens Interplanetorias! tale..or naybe gven
John Varleyts 'Titant, but without the former's hwiour, or the latter's
scope of imaginationa

THE TRIUNE MAN

oCEanrsES =T Ligh't years from Earth'—, on the artificial memory-.ban};
Richard A Lupeff world of Sravasti, the synthetie beings the YaksHi have
Doboon 4425 observed a strange phenomena slowly deatroying the whole

universe. Their machines and computers single out and
snatci: wne being who car halt the catnstrophes. They collect comicestrip



15
'Buddy'! Satvan, a multi-phase schizophrenic, currentiy institutionalised for
a murder comzitted by another of his personalitices. These include Roland
Washburn, wouldebe Nazi fuhrer and the engineering genius Auburn Sotroe. All
these alternate without warning with the added problem arising whon they
get duplicatede.and triplicated by the Yalkshi machine. Op top of this,
Satvan's top strip, 'Diaomond Sutro' is being considered for TV; provided
Satvan can be sased out. Things may sceom confusing at first, but gradually
Lupogf.bnings 2ll the threads together so that the universec..and Satvan are
savetde :

_________ Once again, Peter Weston has assembled nine original stories
Fde P. Weston without once sirking into the mud left by the 'New Wave'®
Dobson £4625 Here you will read of the kiTling of anyone connected with
the discovery of FTL; why matter transmission nceds suppress=—
ing and a battle botween two kinds of city dwellersa There are oppremssive
aliens killing intellipent apes; an adulterc and his punishment. You mect
time roversed, a leap in timo and extended time via FTL, and finally, the
life forms on Harlan's world. As Peter says in his introductionce.a critic
wrots.."send all your goed, solid, wcll constructed, tightly-plotied,
grammatically correctece... etce to Peter'. Iiec neant it as a slure.but
what an indictment of 'modern New Wave! ? Nevertheless, it sums up the
contentsde.real stories. Long may Andromeda continue to print feue

EEQEEEE§E§ Latest in the 'Terrsn Trade Authority Handbook! series. It is
Stewart Cowley largew=sized (2% x 30 ens) and cramved with superb paintings
Hanlyn £3,50 of space and spaceships in various states of repair by a

variety of artists. There are nunerous line drawings
riving 3 view plans of sone of the craft..useful if you want to scratche
enild a fow rodels. The text takes the forn of authentic accounts of each
disaster and the. circunstances surrounding it. The whole package being
presented as a historical reccrd of past events in the developenent of space
iravel as seen from a viewpoint in the renote future. The attraction for
ne, iz the artwork, and I would prefer less text and nore paintings..with
details cf their origins. Quibbling apart, the format nakes for ecasy and
interesting reading, and 4t the low price, an idéal present for anyone with
an interest in SF or space travel. Incidentally, Homiyn ¢lso issue 'The
Space Shuttle: Handbook' in sinilor formatee.an utterly invalunable collection
of articles, photographs, drawings and facts for any nodeller, space buff,
Shuttle follower etce o.and at the low, low price of £2.95.

ARENA Basically, this is a three-vignette story with the
Julian Jay Savarin parts tenuously linked by the background of a Galactie
Hales SHe35 observer and Barth as a sentienf planete Each section

deals with conflict; & Dawn Age men against a beast and
his environment; an educated slave against a brutish master; and finally, )
guerillas against an oppressive, anarchistic State in Britaine. Individually,
each part is wellewri®ten, gripping and brings its themo alive and capable
of staonding on its own. However, despite a very tenuous 'racial-menory' and
occasional notes by the tobservert, the gestalt never really merges into
a canplete whole. Phe moral of the tole..if onc stonds out, is that
mankind refuses to learn from history, and will continue to thwardt, spcil
and struggle his way thxough life. Britain/The Empire contes in for a bBit
of bashinges.but were we any worse thon any other countxy ? Personallyg I
feel we were quite a bit better...and by dropping this angle and building up
the Goiactic supervision I fucl this would have nadc o winnere



"THE GUARDIAN AT SUNSET

Soommoenosos=mnozaos==  Colonists settled on Caria, some 4,000 years ago and
Alan Braclay their society has become decadent. Janar, half-brother
Robert Hale &4,35 of the King, (who sees him as a potential usurper)

- survives an assassination atiompt and accepts the aid
af an unuasual robot mentor. Janar changes his lifestyle, rises in Carian
society and tries to guide the pcople through an imponding energy crisise At
this peint a counterthread is introduced, leading to a ninor ‘'twist?! onding.
Unfortunately, we never see Carian society in any detaile. Despite the
duelling and plotting, this is essentially a gently=writtcen tale in the very
credible style made popular in Jack Vance'ls alien yarns. Pace is smooth and
steady as we follow Janar's career. Not a block-buster, but a pleasing,
entertaining story which also nmanages to point up the renl problems in our
own energy corisise. _
TRIPS_IN_TTME -
TFET="Ede R, Silverberg, Hale £4435

A collection of nine, time

yarnse. Priest tells of the 'frgezers'
who petrify crittical incidents and
people, Sheckley describes a hardivare !
pinching demon; Peter Phillips! genm
from Asf is heree..the monks who haunt
a food factorye. Anderson tells of
the penalties of time<hopping nad its
-gonverse comes fron Zelazny as ho o
relatan a second chance arisdng from
tine-reversal., Silverberg appears with an innocent caught in a time loop.
¥rom Morta Randall comes a space/time hunt for a lost love and to wind up,
van Vogt's 'Scesaw! seces a reporter doomed to oscillate through tinme.

Each brings a new twist to onc of SF's oldest themes, with the wvariety
and pace keeping it fresh throughout. One of tho better rocont anthologiese

THE'TO%EEEN SCRAFBOOK The paperback version of Grosset & Dunlap's superb
Ed, Alida Backer kardcover and still boasting 190 large-size pages,
Running Pross $7.95 packed with illustrations and 8 terrific colour plates
' by Tin Kirk. The written part consists of a sericse
of collected articles {including one from 'Triodot!)e The first half gives
a Tolkien biography and exanigptions of his work and ains. Next you drool
over the Kirk portfolio before moving on to oxanine Tolkien fandom via fnz.
puzzles, writings, poens and even Hobbit recipes for you to try. There is
Elvish writing %Db people really usoc this for communicotion ?)3 lists of
societios, fanzines and bookse The layout is clear, attractive and the book
sinply exudes enthusiasn. For Tolkien lovers, a real treat..and node easier
on the pocket by this srfi™ cover edition.

Soo=SmenmmEs The barbarian world of Gor is Earth's counter planet round
John Norman the sun, JTts men are bold, strong-willed and masterful,its
Wyndhan !'Stax? 'worien, beantiful sex=slaves. The alien Kurrii prepare to
£1450 invade and their advance agent sends a challenge to Tarl

Cabot, a nercenary., He sets off to provent the attack and
neets an assortnent of adventures as ho leaves a trail of raped (and there-
fore, utterly abject and sex=~craving) naidens along the way. The author's
prermise is that womoen need and want subjugetion mnd sex. Sroothly written
and a bilarious Ycourting incidont. Any chauvinist, nale sex-fiend out there
will be delighied with all the nude and nubile, tastefully chained fenalese.



JUPITER LAUGHS
Edmund: Gooper A 15-§t:xy golie;tion in
Hodder & Stoughton o 'or=oUl O SLYLEE
£5.50 _ ranging from the lyrical

° nd serious to the flipp-
antly conical, Those familiar with the author ..
longer works will be surprised to know that no
one gets raped on stage, even in the barbaric,
Biblical, baby~killing off the title story. %o
hear of the off-beat fate of alien visitors
and the trials of a RVEWS oporator closely
followed by the 'death' of a puppet named
Plunk Gooe There's a new use (in the far :
future) for Nelson's column; the invention of
peace-bringing Doorisday weapons and a return
to the pyramids of Mars. Cooper ranges from
deadly butterflies, via star-travel to the
problens created by & computer-taught prafigye

There are a few 'unsecured endingst, but
also a sufficient nunber of neatly rounded-—-off
yarns to.ensure that this collection eliuld gol
down well with each and every breed of reader,

4;g;3§§§_gg;§§;;§' Lieutenant Flandry is bribed to check out a rediscovered
Bt Ao Vmrerem nining worlds. Parinered by beautiful prostitute Djena

Poul Anderson ~ he soon finds hinself involved in a deadly chess: gene
in a warren of hostile robots. Then, betrayed inte

Hale 54025

encry hands, Flandry finally escapes by virtue of Djan exercising mental
powers developed under the tuition of their Merselan captor., Less facile
and with grecter depth ond insight than the average KiAAiddd, REXIEE, er,
Flandry, the brave lieutenant is often off-stage while other aspects of the
backpgr: nnd are f£ille:d in, Ve also get a neore detailed look at the Mersians
thenseives, so that although the plot is flimsy, we get a norce richly rounded
yarneeswith Djon winning moré sympathy than Flondry, and even the Mersians

coning across as nicer and nore honourable characters than the hunanse
AEPRSERMRL RN EKEFBER RO ERE ’

HALLIWELL'S FILM GUIDE ¢ Over 1,000 pages, jam~packed with details of sone
Granada 'Paladin' £3,95 # 8,000 English Language filnms. Directors, actors,
srsosrorbnsarressssnssies  producers, coupanies, gauges, special effects men,
nusic, etc, plus a brief plot synopsis, and in mpany cases, critics' comnents,
There is alsc a listing of alternate titles for those filme which acquired a
second name, and & refrmeshingly candid look at the changes in the cinenao, its
standords, and thc posturings of certain critics.

Next time you want to scttle an argunent ovor when a film was nade, who
directed it, or who did the musice..or cven when booking filns for a
Convention, sinplk look in the 'Guidets This is fascinating if you only
want to browsc or perhaps indulge your nostalgia; vu., beyond this, if you
have riore than a passing interest in films, then thisis one of those utterly
indispensable books which you nust have on your shelves. Highly Reconended,

VR I couldn't resist buying this one. If like me, you
Mike Kent '~ get a kick out of adding sound to your own movies, thisg
Paga:mac 83495 well=lllustrated book is for you., It covers basic, non=-

. . _ synch sound, and on up to multi track, lip~-synch and
single sound systems. How to make your own sound mixer, striping, editing,
commentary, effects, wiring, home shows and many other items. IX've been
addgng sound for years..but I still lcarned a lot from this onee. Another
800 U¥o



28

THE PiINGS OF TANTALUS

S dimazetoonnnmnmse A rowissuce of this socond tale of 'The Expendables',
Edrind Cooper The tcam of seven nisfits (which includes four replace-
Coronet 85p nonts) explore strange rings on Tantaluse Tension is

heightened, as onc of the seven is a scboteurs They
locate a derelict ship orbiting the planct, and oncc down, their camp is
attacked by sinianwlike robots. Plenty of hectic action, blood and thunder
befaore it is all sorted out, ALl good clecan eoscapist fun. This tine it is
issued under the author's real nance, rather than 'Richard AverylX.

2oz===z== The editors have assembled a dozen items bearing on
Ed. M.Parry & Mo.Subotsky SI" and sexX, openlng with a teenager who craves: it
Panther 95p and develops psi powers. There's a noat yarn about

a man who coan make clothes vanishi a robot device
which falls in love; group sex by remote control, and even heteroscxuality
as o erime, Therce is an alien breeding attempt plus many others including
a scction of *somall ads! Itd rate it ten hits out of 12..with tho iwo under
par being tho 'ads® and the implausibly conatructed 'tha‘ Good stuffl

Eho==o==m== A juvenile collection of optlcul 111u81on8 which anply
C.H,Paragquin denonstrated the truth that, "Things are not alwavs. what . they
Dragon SOp socni''e Closc on 100 pages of line drawings. guarentoed to
doubt your own sensos., Certain types such as ‘which is. the
longer?', appear in different guises, but thero is still plenty of variety.
This is o book ideally suited to capturing the interest of any bright .
youngster, at home or in achool..so why not nake it a surprise gift for

soncone 7

ROADSIDE PICNIC Aliens have made a brief landing and left behind
Arkady & Boris Strugatsky a strange, deadly area known as 'The Zone'. Red
Penguin 80p Schuhart is one of the 'stalkers!:who vendure in

searching for weird gadgets left ttherc. How he
and others brave the 'witches jelly', the 'black.lamps' and high~g traps
makes for one of the nost gripping yarns that I have had come my way from
the Strugptskys. Both they, and their translator are to be praised on a
nasterly job of menace ‘and suspensee .

FIFTH PLANET

e The year 2087 (which sounds exactly like the present,
Fred & Geoffrey Hbvle right down to petrol-driven cars), the wandering sun,
Pengiin 85p Helios-~ half as large again as Sol, together with

its planets, is passing through our Solar system.

(Swallow tiat, and the rest is easy)- Two expeditions are mounted to the

planets, onc¢ Russian, one Anericans On
'1anding,'etrange events and hallucinate
ions are exprienced on the apparently:
uninhabited world..e.and then the
survivors roturn to Earthee.s &

- Someone sheuld tell the lHoyle:s that
the Russians put a wormn (Toreskova)
into space years agose.they seen surprised

'é I when it happens in 2087, Otherwise,
m j\\ once you get into the yarn it moves
NN .along at a rattling good pace and holds

\\’\\u\». ione's interest in goed old, 'what-wille
‘happen-ncxt' styles Apart from the
gquibbles, it's the best Hoyle I've rcade
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§E§§§§=£§§=§§X Ross, a bored Bhlpplng clerk on a. decaying world accepts
Pohl & Kornbluth  the job of flitting round - the Galaxy in a PTL ship to
Penguin 80p find out and halt, the cause of the creeping decadence.

He rmeets an age-oriented society, & matriarchal one, &
world of Joneses, and eventually an Barth populated by morons. The tale is
Dightweight but amusing but never really comes alive as have previous yarns
by this teanme

THE_CHRYSALIDS | post-atomic~war tale, back to haﬁuré and’ the ruthless

John Wyndkam elinination of any fom of rmtant. Young David Strorm, son
Penguin 80p of the local, bigoted preacher has a secret mutant friends.

until she is doscovered. David too, has his differences,
he can.read minds. How it all works out, makes for another of Vyndhman's
slowly doveloping end c¢hillingly worked aut epics..lgnore the lrrelovant
cover, just enjoy the yarn.

ik EARTHSE&mgggéggz' Containing, 'wizard-Of E&rﬁhsea',"The Torbs of Atuan?

Ursula le Guin and 'The Farthest Shore', each a highly acclaimed novel

Penguin £1.75 of negic and herolsm in the community. of islende which
nokes up Earthsea. The thread follows the rise of the

young goatherd Ged, as he discovers his own nogic and rises in power and

authority to becore a Master Magician and battleragainst powérs ef evila

A blockbuster of a booke..both in story..and in size, with close on 500

large-sized pagese If you kaven't all ready encountered !'Earthsca' and are

a lover of the ancient nmagics, then rush out right away and snap up your ouwn

copys - At this price, they'll not atay long in the shops.

.
IHE FATE_OF 115, PROENIX Belng a sequel to "Price of The Phoenix?
Sondra Marshak & Myrna Culbreath naokes it difficult to find what has gone
Bantan 85p,. . before in the nis Star Trek novel., The

_ . purple prose and vanVogtian introspe.ction
of the opening doesn't helpe Omne, eneny of Spock and Kirk, has been killed
once,y but. has been re~born to plot against then and. the Foundation, Kirk
has been dupllcated one persona staying to run the Enterprise, the other
acconpanying a Ronulan Coamander as her lover. Conplicated rituals forn a
counterpoint to Ommet's plots in a yarn which should be a delight to all ST
fanso.although there is little 'Star Brek' activity of tho kind we all knowa

THE_MASTERS OF SOLIIUDE Another post-atonic~war settlng, thls tine
Marvin Kaye & Parke Godwin populated by a bucolic, agrarian socicty in
Methuen Magnun £1.50 which both 'magic' and telepathy are everyday

facts of lifes There is also o ¥City' protected
by a 'Self Gate' which kills onyone unfit to enters No connunication exists
between city and country, but when plague threatons, Garick, the King/Goa
appeals to the City for helps. Yhen he is ignored, he sets out to raise an
arny to gain his ends. - & delicately crafted yarn,.with tcuches of 'Earth
Abides's It is all tha rore powerful for the slow, stea’y build up and an
absence of the sterectyped sex, sadisn, blood and goro 50 prevalent these
dayse Read it and savour, .

CONFESSIONS OF A CRAP_ARTIST

SESmonSEE Sz == Not SF, but just Dick writing fron beneath
P.K. Dick ’ his moin-strean hat. Jack Isidore is a belicver
Meﬁhuen Mngnum,£1.25' . in Shaver caverns, Mu, and a. first-rate schniuck.
His story intertwines with those of his sister, her
hushand, and Claudla Hombro, a UFO nute Each has prmoblens, sister has eyes
on a young student and her husband wants to kill her for naking hin do her

shopping. No crises, just everyday ovents seen fron varying viewpoinise
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22%&%22&55 © | Soretdmes ‘T wondér whot SF authors would do without a post-
Vanda MeIntyre holoceust world for their stage. Here we have 'Snoke!,
Pan 95p a healer who uses a trio of snakes to 4ild in hor cures.

When one of “thon is killed, she nust go in search of a
replacenent;s.Not an easy thsk-on a- dugty woérld of nonadic peoples who fear
the Healer as ruch as they Pespect her. Really a tale of peoplc and their
reactions to the strange. Parts of the yarn originally appeared in Analog
and heore is the book longth versicn which is a Nebula and Hugo fward winner
into the bargain. . ' ' :

THE: HITCH~HIKER!S: GUIDE TO -THE GALLXY

TRE HIIUE-2i08n3, 2= 222 Basod on the radio series, Arthur
Douglas Adoms . Dent'is opposing the demolition of. his house to nake way
Pan 80p - for a by=pass.. Tken the Earth gets denmolished as a FIL

route cones through. Dent is saved by FPord Prefect (an alien in disguise)
who is researching a new 'Guide's Together they enbark on a serendipitous
tour of tho Galaxy, aideds.and -hindered by quotes from. the original editions
Entertoining throughcut and extremely funny in parts..I found the book
version far nore anusing than tho radio showe : :

STARBRIDGE .. Interstellar civilisation is linked by 'The Tubes®

Jack Williamson . with all of them centring on Eron..which therefore has
& James Gunn " a lovely tax setup., Then adventurer Horn accepts the

Methuen Megnum 95p Job of* assassinating the hcad man and is immediately
777 ¥nvolved in a pewer: struggle and an uprisinge. Something

af o potboiler, but still a ratiling good adventure yarn.- I enjoyed it, butt

can't help wondering just how many permutations on *Ttar Thingys'! we nay

expect to see in the futures. .

$§§+§¥$¥¢fk¥++ﬁ++§$ﬁ§§_f Disspar is Earth's ultimate city with inhabitonts
Arthuzr C, Clarike enjoying a hcdonistic life and a thousand year life-
Corgi 95p : span followed by repeated rebirth. Machines answer

~ the lightost thought in this verittable but enclosed Utopia.esbut
newly of age Alvin wants nore and sets out to escape the city. He rcachos
the tolopaths of Lys, the fortress of Shalnirane, then on to the stars and
an encounter with an entity of pure thought. A classic of SF, still onc of
Clnrke's nost poetic works possessing a strange, dreamlilke quality which
lures you thr»oughout. If you haven't rcad this beforc..grab this chance
with both hands. T R
GET OFF THE UNICORN Fourteor stories, some with explanatory notes. Mainly
e e, .~ _on the 'speculative'! side, and often downright tales
amno Mggagfrey " of romances There's interstellar tramsport by telckine
orgl e 2 ‘esis and an nlien attack by nmental power. Future farning, a
honosexual wanting a sonj sonc soft porn, a spot of male maternity and a boy
who 'findst?! lost thingse A child crininal telepath, another youngster's
first dragon, even Helwn is here with her singing ship. Feninists nay howl
over Mz, McCoffrey'!s frequent -assunption that most wonen want netes and
nating, but overlook this (and a support for homosexuality which niggles ne)
and you have as good and varied a collection as ever came down the roade
4 ' 4 . " .
HOFENUNG 'S HARLEQUINADE ' p.ther a siim 1ittle book, buti packed with those
Gerard Hoffnung T delightfully off=beat Hoffnung ecartoons which twist
Dobaon £1.25 hardcover mrealdty :just enough to produce a laugh from just a
95p papera’ 1ittle more than the everyday, If, like me, you
4 -+ - 'go for a good cartoon collection, try this..and for
the price difference, make it the hardcover. (My own favourite is the onc
about the robot tea making machine...lovely stuffl)



21

££§g£§=§§££ Segond in Ghe Dan: Thorson serics of the adventures of a
Andre Morton young cargo apprentice on the trader Solar Queen. This

Nethuen Magnet 70p +ire the traders set down to deal with the Salariki and

find a rival Inter Solar tean korning in., The poachers
are seen off by the honest traders, a good trade is effected, but as the
tQueen' journeys hoie, a strange plague begins to strike down the crove,

All good, standard adventure stuff with baddies v goodies and perhaps a

bit riore gory detail than the avuerage juvenile/tcenager talce I nust adnit
I nuch prefer Dane's black and white escapades to the posturing of that
cther fictional trader, Hicholas van Rijn., This one would nake & good post
X¥nos present if you're too lase for the 25th

GUTaoN s\ Al A
THE GLITTERBALL inother juvenile, this tine the tale of a nelon-sized
Howard Thonpson starship which craoshes con Earth, Itd pilot, o steel
Mcthuen Magnet 65p naranle hunts for fuel and is found by a youngster nazed
Maxe, There are plenty of incidents to kecep the pot
hoiling with plonty of aireraft and bike, none-droppinge..there's even a
nasty villain in the form of a snelly old traups Suitable for the lower
age range, casy reading and nice clear prinbte..also sone illustrations,

§-§EBITAGE oF SEA&S 30th. Century Luddites have destroyed every vestige of
C.D.Simak technology and left a back-to~nature America. Tom
Methuen Magnun 95p Cushing reads of a "Place Of Going To The Stars® and

sets off to find it, on the way acquiring companions
in the form of Rollo, the lost robot; a !sentient', a man who talks to
plants, and a mindless girl. They neet 'ghosts' nomadic hands, inteolligent
stones, plants and aliens before reaching their goale Virtually fantasy and
with that gentle 'other days' style which Sinak does so wellssand sedly, so
offon, Ther-in lics its wcoknessee.a goed read, but like so many recent
Sinaks s

THE AGE_OF THE PUSSYFOOT Charl 's Forrester, a deep-froeze accident case,
Frederik Dod” - . is mvived in the 26th Century to a world in
Panthe; 95p. which his million dollar savings are quickly eroded
by inflatione Helped by his joymaker (a computer-
linked device with enhancerients) he finds a job aiding a Sirian prisoncr but
then fells £~  of nurder and a Sirian plot, before he nanages to pull off
a quick-fix endinge, I found Forrester pig-headed in avodiding every chance
to learn abeout his new environment, bpt otherwise, this is a lightehearted
and cnjoyable yarn....and naybe tjoymakers! aron't that far in the futurc.
THE VCYAGE OF THE SPACE BEAGLE

AEe van Vogt The classic
Panther 75p ¢ollecticn of space
explorntion yarns
from wan Vogtl's forma’ive (and best)
years in Asf. Bxtra linkin; naterial
has been added in the form of o
neglected cxpert in the field of
'Wexialisn'® (the scicnce of joined
disciplines). The voyagers encounter
alien beasts, and intelligent but
nalevolent galacy, hypnetic ligkt
vatderns ans others., I suavect the
film !ALIEN! owes nuch to 'Cosurl!
and likewise Shaw's 'Saip 0f Strangers's All in all, an excellent 'read!
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THE VOET PROGRAMME

ES=momE=2 S=== Agent Cain of the Atlantic Federation is scnt to enrol
John Rankine for a psychology'bourse’-but is given no set mission. Then,
Dobson &4#.25 an attempt is made on his life and he encounters androids

replacing human beings. Southern Henisphere agents link
up with master ecriminal Vort in a bid to infiltrate and talke over the Feder=
ation., The action is never allowed to flag. It grips you from the start and
never lets o as Cain works deeper inte the mystery. The action oculminates
with a one-nan blitz on Vort undorground hideaway. Substitute Bond for Caoin,
and this yorn would fit superbly into the long line of highly successful and
spe ctacular 007 films. If you' like a good action-agent yarn, this iz for youm

» . .
E§§=222§=QE;§££§§ A large sized, beautifuliy;prdduced paperback collection
Paul Scanlon and _of stills, pen-and-wash drawings, paintings, design
Michael Gross - sketches, model photos, production shots: together with
Wyndhan £2.50 - several descriptive esanys glving background dotail as
Recormended **s»ses to who did what, the problems which arose and how they

. : were sol¥eds my . yhole package forms a superb account
of how the £idm grew from the gern -of an idea into a spectacular filn, The
neticulous detail is staggering, no atmopsheric or credibility detail being
overlookeds . If you baven't seen the filn, this nust be the next best thing.
If you have had the pleasure, then you'll want the book as a souvenir and
visual treat, Unlike nost 'arty! books with ¢ontrived thenes, this volune
has all its colour, art and expertise channeléd into one direction...the
£1In ALIEN...a8nd this nakes it a winner., Highly reconnended.

THE_UNORTHODGX ENGINEERS - Fritz van Noon spe cialises in solving inpossible
Eoigg"ﬁ;'""’*"‘““'"“’ﬁroblems;ﬁ?'unorthodox neans. Here, in five highly

b gﬁp o jnprobibde and inplausible situations he pulls the
Dobson &4.5 rabbit out'of the hat to build volcano based railways
on Cannis, and piezo-electric powered subways on Tazooe Then he destroys
a force wall and a load of aliens; scFts cut a variasble-gravity planet and
winds up using a black hole as a king-sized lathe tool. His problens are
not of Anelog calibre, being very nuch 'straw nen'! set up to be knocked
down. Otherwise, if you suspend your critical faculties the yarns are plain
entertainment with no ideas above their stations Good light readinge

RERRRRET

§é§§2£9é2=£§§§=£§§=§2§§§, An alien race sets out to take over Earth by
Philip k. H,gh - first spreading a virus designed to attack brain
Dobson £h.§5 cells. The plan goes astray when instead of killing

of f hunanity, the wirus removes a nind-block installed

- nillennia ago by an even nore powerful (and flearful) galactic race. s a

result, humankind acquires vast parapsychical powers, contacts other galactic
groups end finds itself prepared to deal with the aggressor - and then to go

hunting for the orilginal mind-tanperers. Sheér wish-fulfilnent, but so

snoothly and deftly developed that I just couldn't put the thing down until
the last page. No doubt the high brows and notivation-analysis pishers will
dislike it, but being a low brow, I enjoyed it immensely.

SIRIUS ~ Sirius, a large sheep dog, is the culmination of many years!
0. Stapledon experimentation by Thomas Trelone. Born-at the same time as
Penguir 85p Trelone's daughter Plaxy, it has human intelligence so that as

the two grow up together, their relationship strengthens into
loveo However, Sirius is still a dog, with a dog's instincts and their
¢loseness brings hostility and suspicions - A classic of SF and probably
thihnearest Stapledon has come to a human' story in o tale of beauty and
Patilose : v
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THE STRAYED SIHUEP OF CHARUN

SgSmenmoasehSon = = Tn the far future, the churches have prospered
J-hn Maddox Roberts and the planets of the galaxy are governed by the
Dobson &%,95 Unitced Faithe Vhen the Roman-siyle planet, Charun

is re-discoverecd, it is an abomination for its slavery, its
gladiatorial arenas and cbove all, for its genetically-warped Tconstructs's
Militant Pather Milces and gentle Franciscon Jeremiah are sent to change the
reginme, ané are aided by Porma, a warrior who sold himsclf inte slavery to
aid his tribe. Bssentially a 'near-invulnerable' agent tale against the
rich background of the United Faiths. SF scldon tockles religion, Here the
thewe is hondled well ond with dignity as the yoarn develads smoothly and
the characters and background come alive. I fancy it might cven get Award
nomination..it deserves it, as it's a rattling good tales

a=S==tms L collection of stories and articles opening with undersea
Ed. Grorge Hoye. colonisation, followed by a tale of a casuolty of an inter
Penguin  75p stellar war. Alien mating cercmonics, participation TV

and an irterview with A E.van Vogt (soying his first story
was 'Warlt Of The Beast', when in faect three cthers preceded it)e Then you
get a future Aifricon war, o 'murder' in space and finally an excellent
article on atomic bombs and energy..both of fact and fiction. Good valucs

APEMAL, SLAGBIAY | more ombitious collection, this time of anthropological
Ede L.E.Stover & SF. There's a spot of verse, a cartoon and an essay which
Harry Harrison links cach tale into the overall thome of humanity, its
Penpuin £1.25 meaning and possible offshootse There are mare than 20

itens, including such goodics as Clarke's 'Nine Billion
¥omes Of God' and Heinlein's 'Goldfish Bowl'se You will also meet Neanderthal
footballers, intelligent apes, dolphins and humans as experimental animalse
Tn short somethins for every palate and enough voriety to make it all
interestinge s with the comeditor's essay argusbly the best item.

THE_J}FERNQ  Vhen nuclear physicist Cameron travels to flustralia to settle
E”g‘é"%;;{; @etails of a new radio tele scope, he happens to spet a nova in
s R the palactic centre. He realises its potential and proceeds
Penguin O5p 44 naks his own arrangements for survival., Rather slow to get

under way, and with os many facts and figures as a Gernsback yarn..but once
it geis gring the tale builds into a near-clessic of disaster as the nova's
radiation reaches Earth. One of lloyles T & G's better stories.

COAREET U
EEE“hégg.;_HEKE_ inother disaster novel, this time & classic re-issuedo.
John Wyndhan Glowing objeucts are secvn in the sky, they fall into the
Penguin 95p ocoans and vanish., Tine passes and shipps begin to vanish,

Stons are taken ond the menace cscalates as littoral

villages are cleared of peoplee After nearly thirty ycors, this still reads
well as tension mounts bit by bit. To be honest, I enjoyed 1t better at
this second reading than when T first read the tale way back in the fifties.

THE_DEIOLISHED MAN 1. the world of the 24th Century, telepathy and its use
ATLfred Bester in crime detection make premeditated crimes inpossible. Thon,
Penguin 85p Ben Beich sets out to comnit the perfeect, undetected riurder,

) {9w ne comnits the decd, and how he is traced and caught,
make'thls.a classic of the genre. The tale first appeared in Galaxy in '53
and is still as fresh, compelling and top level scicence fietion as it was 4
thens If you haven't rend it...treat yourself to a treat.
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- SEH! ! & GODS A 5 o 5 Y &
SErD OF THE GODS . nining ship fron the Ankari natricrchy ("snug in its

Zach Hughes orbit behin? the satellite!. sic) has established a base
Hale & .80 near a spall ‘merican town., The operations begin to

attract attention fron a ninor big~wig and Toby, onc of
the aliens falls in love with a loecal girl, To complicate natters his
partner Jay dabbles in genetie engineering with the aim of increasing his
life spane Things cone to a head when their discretions are uncoverecds
racial nenory is brought in and alsn an interstellar quest before all is
resolved, The ending tails a bit, but otherwise, gocd, light escapist
fiction with a well-detailed background.

THE JION WAR

EEL=E e Terra is oppressing its colony worlds, and when Mojor Dam
Colin Kapp (would you beliecve), Stormdragon is called for tithe service
Dobson 24495 {just how deces Terra re¢ly on tithe space forces from colon~

ies it is opurgssing ?) he is froamed for wurder and made
into a superhuman ‘ion-warrier. Trained by the beautiful, sadistic dbsolute,
his story is paralleled by that of cardboard L.am Liam who is lecading the
colonists in revelt, Plenty of thirties style action cum space opera with
the valiant colonists lnocking hell out of the cruel Terrans as Stormdragon
survives fiondish tortures to sove everything in the last reel. A real pot-
boiler, jam-packed with cscampism, If action, high, wide and handsome is
your bag, then this is for Yyou.

TIIE WORID'S BEST SF 4

N e e A large-sized anthology of ten stories opening with
Bde Dol Wollhein Brian aldiss deteiling a mecting and conversatien
Dobson £5 25 between two holocubes. John Varley tells of a man losing

his identity 3n a computer; then there's a tale of lost
youth and spaceship-spetting. & sequel to Wells! Tine Machino is followed
by a reereation of an vld-style alicn visit and world savings Then there's
Asinavis superb tale of a robot in search of hunanity, 'Bicentennial Man'.
Baylevy has an indescribable space romp; Russ produces a story of strange
rnental powers. Jame Tiptrece supplies a New-Wavish and rathew heavy geing
bit of spaco adventure and the volunc winds up with Danon Knight's yarn of
the invention of a tine viewer, I' rote this as the best '"World's Best!,
so for and exoaellent valuc at the price.

TARTH T .
52222::2&3 Holy Cross Mountain holds a deep mine neutrino detcctor and is
Trevpr Hoyle also a focal point for the Telluric Faith Socicty..whose
Panther 95p pemnbers don't take kindly to the scloentists..or to writer

Frank Kersh. They blame the project for bad wecather, strange
babies and eorth tremors. Kersh investigates and the nystery comes to a
heade This holds you and has you guessing throughout..then Hoyle loses his
grip, slips into a hoary old SF ginmick and hangs things in the aire..s but
if you don't mind such endings, then you'll probably go for this tales

THE _BLACK LION By a rare coincidence, Y had the very great pleasure of

= f hiaring Mre Fanthorpe speak in Sheflicld, the day before
Patricia & Lionel +tnis book arrived. Older readers will remcnber hin as

Fanthorpe the power behind several dozen pen-naries and writer of
Greystoke Mowbray such gens as 'Falegs Of The Spaceways', ctce This tine,
9Sp with cono seven yoars of writing and revision invested he and

his wife have produced this heroic fantasy in which Mark Sable, ex--con and
riisfit is transported to the planet Derl, where he had been in a previous
incornation. You will micet barbarism, torture, nagic and arch-villains in
sbundances Not being a fantnsy lover nyself, I hesitate to rate this ono,
but if you like the field, then T fancy this will appeal..and if you can get
the author to speak at you clubs..don't niss the chance,
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A LAST VIKING LOOK AT THE NORTH POLE OF MARS — This (our-lrame mosaic is made up of the
last pictures transmitted from Mars to Earth by NASA's Viking Orbiter 2 before engineers at the Jet
Propuision Laboratory shut it down July 24, 1978, The region photographed is between 79 and 84 degrees
north latitude near the ccge of the north polar cap, and it reveals a broad plateau dissected by a canyon.
The plateau is formed of many individual layers, and these are exposed where erosion has uncovered
distinctive patterns of raughly parallel stripes as evidance of the layering. The season is mid-summer an
Mars, and strong salar heating has caused winter deposits of condensed, frozen carbon dioxide {dry ice} to
sublime back into the atmosphere — leaving behind brightl patches of water ice, The ice clings preferentially
to flat or slightly north-slaping areas, while slopes with southern inclinations are defrosted by the greater
amount of sunlight they receive. A comparison of these recent Martian-summer Viking Orbiter 2 pictures of
the north polar region with those taken during the last Martian summer {1976, also by VO-2), indicate that
the north polar cap had significantly less ice cover during the 1978 summer than during the previous
SUMIMer,



